
The South Central District is proud to announce the recipients of the SHSAA 
Outstanding Coach Awards.  The outstanding coach award goes to two individuals who 
conduct an outstanding program where student athletes learn a vast amount about sport 
and life.  They act as proponents of good sportsmanship and instil these ideals through 
their coaching.  They also attempt to involve the entire school in their programs. 
 
Brent Chadwick, Assiniboia, SHSAA Male Coach of the Year 
 

 
Brent Chadwick presented his award by Roger Morgan, Prairie South Athletic Commissioner 
 
Brent Chadwick has been a high school coach for the past 13 years.  He has been both the 
assistant coach and head coach of the Assiniboia Rockets and has won two South West 
Conference Titles.  He has also been head coach of the Rockets Sr Boys Basketball team 
winning several district and regional titles.  His teams competed in Hoopla in 2001, 2008, 
and 2009 winning the schools first provincial championship in 2008. 
 
Brent is married to Marnie and is the proud father of two children.  He has been teaching 
at the composite high school for 11 years after two years in Mankota.  Three years ago, 
he took on the Vice-Principal duties which gave him a larger work load, but didn’t affect 
his coaching duties.  Brent is currently pursuing his masters degree in educational 
administration. 
 
Brent always makes himself available to put in extra time with his athletes. He ensures 
that his athletes respect themselves, their coach, and their school.  He tries to instil in his 
athletes that they are part of something “bigger than themselves”.  Brent tries to get his 
athletes to push themselves, to realize that exploring one’s limits as an athlete will help in 
many other aspects of life as well.   



 
Sherry Saxton-Richards, Assiniboia, SHSAA Female Coach of the Year 
 

 
Sherry Saxton-Richards 
 
Sherry Saxton-Richards has been an elementary and high school coach for the past 22 
years.  Sherry has coached the senior boys volleyball team for the past three years and 
during that time, the team has advanced to the provincial championships each year.  Two 
years ago the team finished fourth, and each of the past two years they were silver 
medalists.  The team won the provincial sportsmanship banner this past year.  Sherry has 
coached the sr track and field team for the past 8 years and coached athletes to 14 
provincial medals during that time.  Sherry has taken over the reigns of the cross country 
team and revived a sport that was not a “glamour” sport in the community.  All of the 
previous sports listed were in the high school, Sherry teaches in an elementary school 
where she has coached boys and girls basketball for many years. 
 
Sherry and her husband Bruce are parent to three children (Liz, Will, and Ann). Liz is 
currently playing university volleyball at Montana State Northern University.  Sherry has 
taught at the 7th Avenue School, primarily in Phys Ed for two decades.  She participates 
on Canada’s Masters Volleyball team capturing silver at the USA Adult Open 
Championships in Atlanta, GA last May.  Sherry has served as the President of the 
Saskatchewan Physical Educators Association and has been a proponent of physical 
fitness at all levels of education. 
 
Sherry strives to make sure that her athletes perform the fundamentals properly.  She 
wants her athletes to perform to the best of their abilities and pushes them continually in a 
positive and challenging manner.  She demands that her athletes are good ambassadors 
for Assiniboia and they endeavour to follow the tenets of good sportsmanship at all times. 
 



The South Central District is proud to announce the recipients of the SHSAA 
Outstanding Official Award.  The outstanding official goes an individual who provides a 
valuable service to the district, acts as a proponent of good sportsmanship, and regularly 
upgrades their skills. 
 
Wade Froehlich, Moose Jaw, SHSAA Outstanding Official 
 

 
Wade Froehich, presented by Rose Mary Hartney, Vice Principal, Vanier Collegiate 
 
Wade Froehlich graduated from Vanier Collegiate where he was an active athlete in 
football and hockey.  He attended university at Bemidji State in Minnesota.  In his return 
to Vanier, Wade coached football, track and golf in addition to his officiating 
responsibilites.  Wade is married to Leahn (Heisler) and is the father of four children 
(Cory, Hannah, Jessica, and Ashlyn) 
 
Wade has been an official in the South Central District for 21 years.  He has made 
significant contributions to the field of basketball officiating.  As someone who has 
“come through the ranks”, first as a high school athlete and then as a coach, Wade 
understands the mentality of playing and coaching a team game.  This knowledge affords 
him credibility and understanding as an official.   
 
As a Level A official, Wade is respected in Moose Jaw and has been called on numerous 
times to officiate at playoff games.  As well, he has provided additional service to the 
basketball community through his officiating involvement at conference, regional and 
HOOPLA levels.  As a member of the M.J. Basketball Officials’ Association, he 
regularly attends clinics to improve his skills.  Paradoxically, the best official is often the 
unseen one.  The goal is to be competent and invisible. Wade exhibits accuracy and 
professionalism in his delivery of officiating. 
 
 



The District Service Award in presented to four individuals who have made significant 
contributions to sport at the district level through their volunteer, coaching, officiating, 
and/or administration.  At least one of these awards is presented to a non-faculty 
volunteer. 
 
The South Central District is proud to award a Service Award to Shannon Pearce of 
Vanier Collegiate. 
 

 
Shannon Pearce, presented by Rose Mary Hartney, Vice Principal, Vanier Collegiate 
 
Mr. Shannon Pearce was born and raised in Moose Jaw and educated through the Moose 
Jaw Catholic Schools graduating from Vanier Collegiate.  He studied at the University of 
Regina and returned to teach in Moose Jaw.  At the elementary level, he was instrumental 
in coaching basketball, arranging tournaments and providing outdoor education 
opportunities.  He served as an administrator in the elementary system and joined the 
Vanier staff as the principal in 2001.  He is married to Michelle and has two children, 
Robyn and Christian. 
 
Shannon’s involvement at Vanier preceded his principalship there as he has coached girls 
basketball in the school since 1989.  Although his primary involvement has been in 
basketball, he has also provided leadership and supervision with volleyball, soccer, track 
and field, and golf.  Shannon is a community minded individual who has volunteered 
with the Saskatchewan Games.  As well, he was very involved with operations at the 
former White Track Ski Hill.  Shannon’s enthusiasm and general “joie de vivre” are 
appreciated by the staff, students and community. 
 



The South Central District is proud to award the Volunteer Service Award to Gary Smith 
of A.E. Peacock Collegiate.  
 

 
Gary Smith, presented by Blake Buettner, South Central President 
 
Gary has been employed as a caretaker for the Moose Jaw Public and Prairie South 
School Divisions from 1985 to the present and has been a coach for 21 years.  He is 
currently the head caretaker at Peacock Collegiate.  Gary coached football and basketball 
at Peacock from 1988 to 1990.  He then coached football at Central Collegiate from 
1990-2003.  He then moved back to coaching football from 2003 to the present at 
Peacock Collegiate.  Gary is a very conscientious and hard working coach who always 
strives to bring the best out in athletes of all abilities.  Gary often takes his holiday time 
revolving around his coaching duties and has been a big supporter of other sports his kids 
have been involved with in high school.  It is with this list of contributions that Gary has 
been nominated and awarded the Volunteer Service Award. 
 
 



The South Central District is proud to award a Service Award to Todd Searcy of Central 
Collegiate. 

 
Martin Holzer, South Central Officials Commissioner presenting to Todd Searcy 
 
Todd Searcy has been teaching for 22 years.  He began his teaching career in Coderre 
where he taught for 3 years.  There he coached volleyball, badminton and track.  He then 
got a job at Riverview Collegiate in Moose jaw where he had a 12 year stint, coaching 
junior and senior basketball, track, and even volleyball for a couple of years.  He then 
was moved to Central Collegiate where he is presently teaching.  At Central, he has 
helped out with track, coached the junior boys basketball for 9 years and the golf for the 
past 3 years. 
 
Todd has done many jobs in the background of athletics over his career.  He has managed 
the track and field program for 15 years, was the commissioner for senior basketball for 5 
years, and was junior volleyball commissioner for a few years as well. He has helped 
with Hoopla and provincial track and field in Moose Jaw.  He has been a member of our 
local high school athletic association for the past 19 years. 
 
Todd challenges his athletes both on the court and off the court in his classroom.  He has 
always been there to help out when something needs to be done.  His teams have won 
several city championships in Moose Jaw.  Because of Todd’s dedication to his athletes 
and his quiet demeanour on and off the court, he is recognized as one of the best coaches 
that we have in Moose Jaw.   
 



The South Central District is proud to award a Service Award to Leigh Pethick of Central 
Collegiate. 
 

 
Leigh Pethick 
 
Leigh began his career coaching wrestling in 1993-94 at Empire School in Moose Jaw.  
The next year in 1995 he started his basketball coaching at A.E. Peacock with the Junior 
Boys’ team.  Leigh then moved to Unity where he was the assistant coach in volleyball, 
and the head coach in basketball.  He then got a job back in Moose Jaw where he coached 
for the next six years at Riverview Collegiate in football, Boys’ and Girls’ basketball, 
Badminton and Track.  In 2002 he moved to Central Collegiate where he is presently 
teaching.  He helps coach track and field and is the head coach of the Senior Boys’ 
Basketball team. 
 
Leigh is married (Shannon) and has a little girl and a new baby on the way.  Leigh has 
dedicated himself to coaching young men and women and has touched the lives of many 
students.  He is very professional with his athletes, and his teams have won many 
championships in the City of Moose Jaw.  Moose Jaw is lucky to have such a devoted 
coach working with our young athletes 
 



The Provincial Service Award is the highest honour that the South Central District can 
bestow on an individual. 
 
The South Central District is proud to award a SHSAA Provincial Award to Bryan 
Adams of A. E. Peacock Collegiate. 

 
Bryan Adams, presented by Martin Holzer, Prairie South Officials Commissioner 
 
Bryan is married to Linda and they have three children:  Tianna, Chris, and Jocelynne.  
Bryan was born and raised in Moose Jaw and attended Queen Elizabeth Elementary 
School and then Central Collegiate. After high school, he went to the U of S and received 
his Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Education.  Later he attended San Diego State 
University and earned his Master of Administration. 
 
Bryan started his 34-year teaching career in Hanley, Saskatchewan.  After seven years, he 
moved to Moose Jaw, where he has taught for the past 27 years.  He is presently teaching 
at A.E. Peacock Collegiate.  During his 27 year stint in Moose Jaw he has coached at  
four high schools – Central Collegiate, Riverview Collegiate, Vanier Collegiate, and A. 
E. Peacock Collegiate.  He was also a long-time member of the Moose High School 
Athletic Directorate.  He refereed basketball for many years, until he had hip surgery.  He 
has coached little league baseball in the community and worked with young athletes in 
BSI.  As a high school teacher, he coached badminton and worked extensively in 
basketball and football.  During his coaching career at the Senior and Junior levels, his 
teams have won seven provincial titles in basketball and eight provincial titles in football, 
in addition to numerous provincial silver and bronze medals. 
 
Bryan is one of the premier coaches in the province today. 
 
Bryan will be recognized provincially at the Saskatchewan High School Athletics 
Association awards banquet at Elk Ridge later this June. 
 
 


